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In comments to the EPA, NASA recommended that federal procurement guidelines point
purchasers toward recycled-content ink cartridges. | David Tonelson/Shutterstock

As the U.S. EPA updates its lists of recycled-content products purchased by federal agencies,
recycling stakeholders have chimed in about electronics.

For the first time in 13 years, the U.S. EPA is going through the process of updating what it calls its
Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines (CPGs), which push federal agencies toward buying 61
recycled-content products in eight categories: paper, vehicular, construction, transportation, park
and recreation, landscaping, non-paper office and miscellaneous products.

As part of the update, the EPA asked for public comments on the existing lists, seeking feedback on
whether products should be added or deleted, recycled-content levels adjusted and more. In
addition to the lists, the EPA produces advisory notices to help agencies go about buying specific
products in those categories. EPA sought feedback on those advisory notices, too.

The agency received 114 comments before the July 6 deadline.

Refurbished and remanufactured products
Among them was a detailed submission from the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI), which
asked the EPA to add a category for refurbished electronics. The letter, which was signed by ISRI Vice
President of Advocacy Adina Renee Adler, asked for the inclusion of refurbished computers, copy
machines, fax machines, desk phones, mobile phones, tablets, kitchen appliances and other digital
products. It noted the EPA already lists rebuilt vehicular parts, remanufactured toner cartridges and
remanufactured or refurbished office furniture. ISRI issued a press release about the detailed
comments it submitted.

Two commenters focused or touched on purchasing of remanufactured toner cartridges: Clover
Imaging Group and NASA. NASA said remanufactured toner cartridges were among the top five
products it bought off the CPG lists during the 2019 fiscal year – it spent $490,000 on them. The
agency recommended EPA add recycled-content cartridges, such as those produced by HP, in
addition to the existing listing of remanufactured cartridges.

A group called Consolidated Nuclear Security suggested adding electronic components such as
headsets, keyboards and mice, requiring them to have at least 10% recycled content.

EPEAT purchasing preference
The Brattleboro, Vt.-based Northeast Recycling Council (NERC) and Seattle-based Zero Waste
Washington stakeholder groups urged the EPA to add to the CPGs electronics that are on the
Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) program registry. Electronics that meet a
number of sustainability standards, including those relating to reuse and recycling, can be listed on
EPEAT.

NERC said it realizes there’s already an executive order that addresses requirements for purchasing
EPEAT-qualified products, but the group urged the EPA to add EPEAT-qualified electronics to the
CPGs, as well.

“All products that are available with EPEAT qualification should be required to have a minimum
recycled content of 10% for plastic, 80% for metal,” wrote Lynn Rubinstein, NERC’s executive director.

According to the EPA’s request for comments, before finalizing any changes to the CPGs, the agency
will issue a public notice and solicit another round of comments.
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The latest e-scrap industry news

Former CRT firm leaders and bank
face fraud accusations
Shuttered e-scrap company 5R Processors
has been at the center of a stockpiling
saga. Now, a former state senator in
Wisconsin says executives from the
company duped him into backing the firm…

Apple announces device disassembly
advancement
Apple developed a robot that takes apart a
specific component in iPhones so that rare
earth magnets, tungsten and steel can be
recovered.

Certification Scorecard: July 23, 2020
Here’s a look at which processing facilities
have recently attained or renewed their
data destruction and recycling industry
certifications.

ITRenew shifts to serve booming
data center business
ITAD providers may be struggling to access
used devices amid office and school
closures, but a company managing
hyperscale cloud computer equipment is
finding business is healthy amid the…

Processor to expand after buying ECS
shredding system
Powerhouse Recycling will spend over $4
million to expand its North Carolina
campus, providing space for an advanced
shredding and separation system the
company bought at auction.

Nearly 150 companies now part of
Apple repair program
Apple this month described the growth of
a program that provides some official
repair resources to certain repair shops.
The initiative is separate from the
company’s authorized repair service.

Pandemic trends lead to boosted PC
sales in Q2
PC shipments were up almost 3% during
the second quarter of the year compared
with 2019. Analysis firm Gartner says the
growth was driven by stores beginning to
rebound from the first-quarter COVID-19…
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